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MINUTES 
August 10, 2015
CHARLES MACK CITIZENS CENTER
Lake Norman Marine Commissioners Attending
Present:
John Marino


Chairman
Mark Lancaster


Iredell County
Bill Young


Mecklenburg County
John Gerke


Catawba County
Excused Absence:

Morris Sample


Lincoln County

Staff Present
Ron Shoultz


Executive Director

Bob Elliott


Assistant Director
Call to Order:
Chairman Marino called the meeting to order and asked the audience to rise, face the flag and repeat together the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes

After a review of the minutes from the July 13, 2015 meeting, Commissioner Young made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Commissioner Gerke seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously. 
Recognition

Chairman Marino stated that the Lake Norman Marine Commission wishes to honor Dave Caldwell with a plaque for his many contributions to Lake Norman and the Lake Norman Marine Commission over the last 20 years of service. His work with the Mecklenburg County Water Quality Program has made citizens and agencies aware of water quality and environmental status of the lakes.  Dave was thanked for being a true friend and valuable resource to the LNMC. He was extended best wishes with “fair winds and following seas”.
Reports – LNMC Executive Director
Ron Shoultz reported the following:
· The Lake is in a Stage One draught condition.
· The top three areas of activity this summer are as follows:

No wake violations
No wake buoy requests

Employment of non-permitted buoys


Each are handled on a one on one basis per established protocols 
· Executive Director reviewed a listing of boater education courses which will be available to the public in the near future. These courses are posted on the LNMC website.

· Low water conditions require greater vigilance due to exposed shoals. Certain shoal areas will be marked as funding allows.

· Wildlife has registered the Resolution Regarding The Lake Norman Marine Commission Territorial Jurisdiction with the appropriate legal agencies.  

Reports – Enforcement
Cornelius Police Department

Sergeant George Brenzey reported that there were 224 calls with 27 citation issued for the month of July. Of these citations, 10 were for wake zone violations. A total of 940 service hours were utilized and 36 training hours were administered for the month.
Iredell County Sheriff
It was reported that there were 403 hours on the water and 335 hours on land with 58 training hours. There were 35 enforcement actions for the month.
Catawba County
Officer Sawyer reported there were 456 hours on the water and 4 hours on land. These along with 112 training hours then totaled 572 for the month. 52 PWC’s and boats were inspected with 24 citations issued. There were 36 calls for service.
Lincoln County

No report
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
Officer Robertson communicated that there is a fish kill, Strippers, occurring on the lake. Wildlife and Duke Energy are cleaning up the dead fish around the lake. The boating accident which occurred on July 4th is still under investigation. Once filed with the state it became public record which disclosed there were three individuals in the defendant’s boat who bailed and ran from the scene. Possible additional charges may be pending. House Representative Brian Turner did a fly in and spent time with Wildlife on the lake experiencing the various issues Wildlife deals with over the course of time. He has taken an interest in working with the July 4th victim’s family to change the laws regarding boating fatalities.  
Reports – Lake Issues
Duke Energy
Joe Kluttz shared that the lake level is at 95.3 and target is 98. He also discussed the Stripper kill and the reasons. As of August 6th there has been much published about the draught condition and we are in Draught one, voluntary restrictions. Irrigation should be done on Tuesdays and Saturdays. Duke will provide information to LNMC so it can be placed on the website.  
Coast Guard Auxiliary Division 26

No report 
Lake Norman Sail and Power Squadron
Richard Todd reported there are brochures in the back of the room telling the activities of the Power Squadron.  This month, the Co-Op Charting on Lake Norman will be conducted for all shoal markers and no wake buoys. This work should be done by 9/7/15. The 16th annual Youth Day Program was held on 7/18/15 with 150 attendees. Fun day was had by all.
Mecklenburg County Parks and Rec.
No report
DOT/Highway 150 Bridge Repair

A representative from NCDOT presented an update on the 150 Bridge repair work. This week boater safety equipment should start to be taken off the lake. Some minor repair still needs to be performed. The deck on top still needs to be completed and NCDOT will control traffic management. The project completion looks to be two to three months from now. 
Water Quality/Erosion/Buffers/Illegal Discharge
Mecklenburg County Water Quality
Dave Caldwell submitted the June report for Lower Lake Norman. Report show low results with no areas of concern. Charlotte Mecklenburg Utilities has contracted with MCWQ to monitor the water by the Marshall Power Plant in Iredell County.
ADOPT-an-Island Program
No report. 
NC Wildlife Federation
Commissioner Lancaster reported the annual Oyster Roast will be held on October 10 at Langtree. 
Catawba Riverkeeper Foundation
No report
Comments from the Public
No comments
Committee Reports
ATON Committee
Commissioner Young reviewed the report which was provided to the commissioners. Last month was very busy but we are almost at 100%. Commissioner Young thanked Ron, Captain Gus and our contractor for this wonderful status. We will be addressing shoal areas which hinder boating safety. 
Hydrilla Committee

No report
The Boater Education

Commissioner Gerke referenced the previous reports given by Executive Director Shoultz and Power Squadron.  
Charter Boat Committee 
No report
No Wake Buoy
No report. Committee meeting to held this month.
Rafting Committee

No report
Applications

No-Wake Buoy Requests
Tweed HOA has requested a review of need for additional buoys. No Wake Buoy Committee will review.
Rafting Applications 
Steve Riggan of the USCG Auxiliary FL 26-04 presented a rafting application for an event to be held on 8/22/15 at the large island at McCreary Creek-lakeward cove near marker MC2. This event will be held from 11am to 6pm and 5 boats are expected to participate. Commissioner Lancaster moved to approve the application, Commissioner Gerke seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 
Variances
None
Other: 
None
FERC Applications
None




Administrative Matters 
Chairman Marino announced that next meeting will be his last, thanked everyone for attending tonight and asked for a motion to adjourn.
Commissioner Lancaster made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Commissioner Gerke seconded the motion. The motion was approved and the meeting was adjourned.

