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LNMC  MINUTES 
APRIL 11, 2016
At the CHARLES MACK CITIZENS CENTER, Mooresville, NC
Lake Norman Marine Commissioners Attending
Present:
Mark Lancaster


Chairman

Morris Sample


Lincoln County
Bill Young


Mecklenburg County

John Gerke


Catawba County
Billy Wilson


Iredell County
Staff Present
Ron Shoultz


Executive Director
Bob Elliott


Assistant Director
Dave Rochester


Administrator
Call to Order:
A quorum was declared and the meeting was called to order by Chairman Mark Lancaster. 
All in attendance rose to salute the flag and repeat together the Pledge of Allegiance, led by Bill Johnson.
Minutes

After a review of the minutes from the March 14, 2016 meeting, Chairman Lancaster made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Commissioner Young seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.
Reports – LNMC Executive Director
Executive Schultz presented his report as follows:
1. Introduction of honorable past Chairman John Marino.
2. Hydrilla Committee waiting on approval of new fish for 2016.
3. Swim beach at Ramsey still has several issues to be resolved.

4. Some confusion about the definition of “Large Inflatable toys” was resolved.
5. Several scheduled boater education classes were announced.
6. Executive Director Schultz and Chairman Lancaster presented Administrator Bill Johnson with a Special plaque commemorating his previous years of exemplary service to LNMC.
REPORTS - ENFORCEMENT

Cornelius Police Department
Officer Brinzey reported that 911 activity on the lake has increased with the warmer weather, and he enumerated several recent rescue and enforcement events, including a marijuana arrest. He then introduced 5 U.S. Coast Guard officers who were presenting advanced training to CPD this week. The department remained available on the lake 24/7.
Charlotte Mecklenburg Police Department

Officer Randy Echert announced an “Honor Swim” by 5 CMPD officers to raise funds for the families of slain officers Sean Clark & Fred Thornton who were killed in the line of duty. CMPD still goes out on the lake every day.
Iredell County Sheriff
Deputy Darren Hill reported that there were 358 hours on land, 28 hours on the water and 8 training hours. 261 property checks were made and 7 boats inspected and 3 boats assisted and 1 PWC. Four navigational hazards were removed from the lake. 
Catawba County
Officer Sawyer reported that there were 204 hours on land, 34 hours on the water 31 hours training, 
275 property checks, and a total of 91 calls for service.
Lincoln County

No report
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
Sgt. Ron Robertson Reported there was less time on the water at this time of the year; hours mostly spent on training.  Boater safety class in Davidson for Lake Davidson. This month has several drinking & driving prevention events. Wildlife has established a policy on buoys which recognizes 4 types, which were pictured on a hand-out he presented.
Reports – Lake Issues
Duke Energy
Dale Mosteller, substituting for Joe Kluttz, announced that the current lake level of 97.2 feet is higher than the curve for this date.
Coast Guard Auxiliary Division 26

Steve Riggan reported that due to the time of the year, there was only one activity on the lake, which was a “Blessing of the Fleet” at Lake Norman Yacht Club. On-water activity usually begins April 1 and goes through October 31. A class was given on Paddle boat safety. The USCGA will be providing safety zone patrol boats for the Pro Wakeboarding Tournament in June. 
Lake Norman Sail and Power Squadron
Past Commander Richard Todd conveyed that there will be a Public Safety Boating Course on April 30, and that there are already 35 enrollees.
Mecklenburg County Parks and Rec

No Report
Island Keeper

Gene Vaughn reported that there are over 100 islands on lake Norman and his Committee now has almost a volunteer for every island. He also reported that the lake water quality is good.
Water Quality/Erosion/Buffers/Illegal Discharge
Mecklenburg County Water Quality
Dave Ferguson reported for Dave Caldwell, that due to the high flow rate through the lake, the water quality was 98 of 100.
NC Wildlife Federation
Commissioner Billy Wilson reported that over 60 people attended a meeting at the Brawley School volunteer fire department, and that there would be a “Heron Tour” April 30, with the assistance of Premier Pontoon boat rental company. He then presented a detailed report of a “Habitat Destruction event” on McCrary Creek.
Comments from the Public
 Becky Fox presented 3 requests:
1.) Better sharing of Committee reports

2.) Clarification of buoy issues

3.) Boater Safety Issues

Chairman Lancaster thanked her and said the Commission would consider her comments.

Committee Reports
ATON Committee
Executive Director Schultz reviewed the Notice to Lake Norman Boaters and thanked Captain Gus for preparing the report. Many items on the report were discussed in detail. 
Hydrilla Committee

Commissioner Wilson reported that we requested 500 fish this year, and are still awaiting approval.
Boater Education
Commissioner Gerke reported that the boating educational programs by the various Agencies have already been announced this evening.

Charter Boat Committee 
Commissioner Sample reported the Committee met during March and reviewed the 6 Charter boat   permit applications, and had the boats inspected:

“Lady of the Lake”

“Catawba Queen”

“Not a Lotta Yachta”

“Yachta-Yachta-Yachta”

“A Whole Lotta Yachta”

“Ragin’ Mistress” 
He made a motion to have the permits issued; seconded by Commissioner Young, and passed unanimously. He also mentioned that the Captains agreed that each boat should keep a current passenger manifest as a result of the Lake-wide emergency disaster drill held last year.
No Wake Buoy
Commissioner Lancaster announced that the current moratorium remains in effect.
Rafting Committee

No report
Applications

No-Wake Buoy Requests
None, but one pending.
Rafting Applications 
None 

Other Applications:

Mecklenburg County Facility Asset Management Department requested 5 “No Boat Buoys” on the perimeter of the Ramsey Beech swim Park, which have been discussed previously. Commissioner Sample made a motion to approve, seconded by Commissioner Young.
The Park is scheduled to open to the public May 27, pending Nantz Road improvements.

Variances
None
PERMITS: 
None
FERC Applications
Executive Director Schultz announced the “Boardwalk Condominium” application will be on the May 2016 agenda.

Applications for Approval:

Energy United conveyance over the Cornelius Road Bridge.


Time Warner conveyance over the Cornelius Road Bridge.

Windstream Communications conveyance over the Cornelius Road Bridge.
Commissioner Sample made a motion to approve all 3 of the above conveyances, which was seconded by Commissioner Young.
Administrative Matters 
None
Adjournment.
Chairman Lancaster declared the meeting adjourned at 2009 Hrs.


