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LNMC  MINUTES 
July 11, 2016
At the CHARLES MACK CITIZENS CENTER, Mooresville, NC
Lake Norman Marine Commissioners:
Mark Lancaster (Absent)            Chairman

Morris Sample (Chair Pro-Tem)
Lincoln County
John Gerke


Catawba County
Billy Wilson


Iredell County
Bill Young           

Mecklenburg County
Staff:
Ron Shoultz 


Executive Director
Bob Elliott (Absent)

Assistant Director
Dave Rochester


Administrator
Call to Order
A quorum was declared and the meeting was called to order by Chairman Pro-Tem Morris Sample. 
All in attendance rose to salute the flag and repeat together the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes

After a review of the minutes from the June 13, 2016 meeting, Commissioner Gerke made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Commissioner Wilson seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.
Reports – LNMC Executive Director
Executive Director Shoultz reported that this was a busy month; new ATON equipment has been ordered, the no wake ordinance is nearing completion, the “Buffer Zone” Bill has been defeated in the NC Legislature, a new Charter boat application has been reviewed, a meeting with Cornelius Police on several items was very productive, the NC-DOT I-77 issue is still under clarification and investigation, and he listed several boater education classes pending.
REPORTS - ENFORCEMENT

Cornelius Police Department
Officer Brinzey submitted a detailed written report, and verbally announced that two more officers have completed training and 24/7 staffing is complete. Lake activity has increased so much this month that on some days all 3 vessels are on duty. The Department answered a wide range of calls this month, including marijuana and drug possession, unsafe boating, trespassing, and several drownings have required Police assistance.
Iredell County Sheriff
Deputy Elmore reported there were 139 patrol hours on land, 197 hours on the water and 24 training hours this month. Also 214 property checks were made and 12 boats and 8 PWC’s inspected. 25 Calls for Service were answered. 
Catawba County
Officer Sawyer reported that there were 22 patrol hours on land, 231 hours on the water, 157 property checks and 24 boats inspected. They issued 11 wake violations and answered 25 calls for service.
Lincoln County

No report
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
Sgt. Ron Robertson reported that 9 citations were issued, and 2 drug arrests made. The Governor signed Chinana’s Law, which makes death while BUI a class ‘A’ felony. On July 4th weekend they had the BAT mobile at Pinnacol Creek and caught 7 BWI’s, the highest was 0.16. 
Reports – Lake Issues
Duke Energy
Joe Kluttz reported that the lake level is 97.9 and the target is 98.0. The “Low inflow Plan” is “normal”. The FERC denied the 10-year extension Duke requested on the 40-year license issued in December 2015.
Coast Guard Auxiliary Division 26

Steve Riggan reported that the USCGA provided 4 safety zone patrol boats for the Pro Wakeboarding Tournament in June. This year to date had 147.2 patrol hours on the water, conducted 42 boat safety checks, and 11 on the water missions. The next boating safety class will be held on August 27, 2016.
Lake Norman Sail and Power Squadron
Commander Lou Schwartz conveyed that to date they have instructed 180 students, and 40 more are enrolled for the August 6 class. They inspected 82 boats to date. Approximately 150 youths have been invited to a day on the lake to be held July 16, 2016.
Mecklenburg County Parks and Rec

No Report
Island Habitat Program
Billy Wilson reported for Gene Vaughn that they are going to build their own bird boxes this year rather than purchase them, so they will cut wood on August 15, and assemble them on August 20. They have also scheduled a button bush planting for August.
Water Quality/Erosion/Buffers/Illegal Discharge
Mecklenburg County Water Quality
Dave Ferguson for Dave Caldwell; Lake Norman looks “fantastic”, and lakes Davidson & Cornelius, which don’t get flushed as frequently, still look OK. Ramsey Creek is getting sampled weekly in the mornings. Cornelius Town Commissioner Mike Miltch asked several questions regarding the testing.
NC Wildlife Federation
Commissioner Billy Wilson reported that a portion of the revenue from approximately 7,000 people who attended “Symphony in the Park” at Bailey Road, Cornelius would go to the Federation. Commissioner Wilson then thanked the assemblage for defeating a bill in the NC Legislature would have eliminated buffer zones.
Comments from the Public:
1.) Mr. Bill Curicens from Donaldson Landing POA requested clarification of the No Wake buoy regulations, and Exec. Dir. Shoultz advised him that next month a revised procedure would be presented to the LNMC for adoption.

2.) Mr. Ron Vanderbilt, a retired Highway engineer, expressed several serious concerns regarding environmental and safety issues surrounding the I-77 causeway design.
3.) Ms. Kathy Chenette, a real estate executive, questioned the LNMC re: DOT I-77 compliance with Local, County, State and Federal EPA impervious run-off regulations from the causeway construction and operation, as well as the 20 foot buffer requirements from the impervious road surface.
Committee Reports:
ATON Committee
Director Ron Shoultz thanked Captain Gus for his Boater Safety Reports and listed a number of buoys, markers and signs being worked on. A sailboat racing lane “keel buoy” requires relocation.
Hydrilla Committee

No Report
Boater Education
No Report
Charter Boat Committee 
Commissioner Sample requested approval of “NOPKEHEE” charter out of the PYC; all paperwork has been submitted and approved. Motion to accept by Commissioner Gerke; Second by Commissioner Wilson; unanimously approved.
No Wake Buoy
Director Shoultz reported that work is still continuing on revisions to the current procedures. 
Rafting Committee

No report
Applications

No-Wake Buoy Requests
None, but one tabled pending policy modifications. 
Rafting Applications 
None 

Other Applications
None
Variances
None
PERMITS 
None
FERC Applications
Commissioner Gerke motioned that the DOT I-77 Application be tabled pending further data which has been requested by LNMC. Motion seconded by Commissioner Young. Vote of approval was unanimous.
Administrative Matters
None
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned by Chairman Pro-Tem Morris Sample.
.

