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LNMC  MINUTES 
August 14, 2017
At the CHARLES MACK CITIZENS CENTER, Mooresville, NC
Lake Norman Marine Commissioners:
Morris Sample 

             Chairman (Absent) 
Michael Hughes


Lincoln County (Absent)
John Gerke


Catawba County
Billy Wilson


Iredell County
Bill Young           

Mecklenburg County 
Staff:
Ron Shoultz 


Executive Director 
Bob Elliott


Assistant Director 
Angela Palmer 


Administrator
Call to Order
A quorum was declared and the meeting was called to order by Bill Young as stand in Chairman.  
All in attendance rose to salute the flag and repeat together the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes

After a review of the minutes from the July 10, 2017 meeting, Commissioner Wilson made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Commissioner Gerke seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.
Reports – LNMC Executive Director
Executive Director Ron Shoultz reported Sugar Creek construction will be starting their I beam construction of the bridge at the northern most bridge over I-77. It will be closed for a period of time. This month there have been several calls and emails about loud music, wake and rafting violations and no wake buoys and rafting. Reviewed protocol for contacting law enforcement and the steps in the no wake buoy application process. Rafting perimeters are posted to the website. Request to have published in the local papers. Calls and emails regarding an illegal no wake buoy in the Peninsula area. This has been verified by the Cornelius PD and will be removed. Concerns about overnight camping on the islands and burning in the project boundaries. This is not allowed per SPG and has been referred to Duke Energy. Concerns about algae in the lake. It is not invasive and is not harmful. Information from DENR is on the website. Received a call and a letter regarding the discontinuation of the mosquito control program and the LNMC’s stance. The commission is disappointed this program has ceased and supports any efforts for it to resume. The commission is working with the auditor in preparation of the audit to the state. ATON notifications should be sent to lnmc@lnmc.org. Give location and the problem detected. A marker keeper program is in process. Shoreline guidelines are posted on the website. Boater Safety classes coming up Sept 12-13, 2017 and the calendar is on the website. The commission is steadfast in its belief and commitment to education. www.lnmc.org.
REPORTS - ENFORCEMENT

Cornelius Police Department
Officer Steve Davis reported 39 calls in the month of July with the majority of calls between 1:00-6:00pm with Saturday and Sunday having the highest call rate. Average response time is 12 minutes. Officers initiated 96 vessel stops and 48 vessel safety checks. 
Iredell County Sheriff
Sheriff Deputy Darren Hill reported 324 hours of water patrol. 204 property checks, 3 community meetings, 18 boats inspected, 34 enforcement actions, 9 vessel assists, 15 hazards removed. 
Catawba County
Officer Baxter Rogue reported 312 man hours on the water. 267 property checks, 38 community meetings, 86 inspections, 52 warning citations, 1 hard citation (no wake), 7 vessel assist, 7 hazards removed, 32 calls for service.  
Lincoln County

No report - John Isaacs absent 
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
Reported on 7/16/17 responded to a boating accident at the boat docks in front of River City Marina after midnight. A pontoon struck another boat in a neighboring slip. The operator was arrested for boating while impaired. On 7/22/17 responded to a boating accident near Long Island Marina. Subjects had bought a boat on Craigslist the previous day. The boat burned to the water line and was a total loss with no injuries. On 7/26/17 wildlife officers participated in the Lake Norman Clearing Drill along with all other responding law enforcement agencies with duties on LKN. On 8/5/17 responded to a boating accident in Stumpy Creek near the access area. 2 PWC’s collided. 1 victim was transported to CMC for life threatening injuries, but is expected to make a full recovery. Charges are pending. On 8/6/17 responded to a boating accident in a cove between Hwy 150 bridge and Queen’s Landing. 4 people had rented a pontoon boat for the day. 2 males dove into the water to swim and 1 never resurfaced. The body was recovered 3 days later. It was ruled a drowning. On 9/2-9/4 will be the final phase of “On the Road, On the Water – Don’t Drink & Drive” campaign. Goose Season begins 9/1/17-9/30/17 and again 10/4/17. The short duck season will be 10/4-7/17.
Reports – Lake Issues
Duke Energy
Dennis Whitaker reported the lake level is 97 (target is 98). The minimum is 95 for this time of year.
Coast Guard Auxiliary Division 26

Steve Riggan reported year to date there have been 49 on the water patrol missions and 140.3 on the water patrol hours. They’ve performed 160 vessel safety checks and 3 public education courses with 74 students. At least one unit will participate in the dedication ceremony of the Huntersville Veterans Park opening on Veterans Day November 11, 2017. The LNMC has asked to assist with ATON issue reporting on Lake Norman. We will participate in an unofficial capacity. All 3 units and the Cornelius PD participated in a vessel safety check event at Blythe Landing on August 5th conducting 32 vessel checks. Attended a 40th anniversary celebration picnic for the US Power Squadron on Lake Norman. 
Lake Norman Sail and Power Squadron
Lou Schwartz reported July 15th held annual youth day on Lake Davidson with 102 youth and 17 caretakers. 18 squadron members assisted in the days event. Held 40th anniversary picnic on July 22nd. Thank you to Billy Wilson for speaking at last Tuesday’s monthly meeting.
Mecklenburg County Parks and Rec.
Peter Cook was absent - No Report
Island Habitat Program
Commissioner Billy Wilson reported for Gene Vaughn. Recently scheduled button bush planting for the fall. Planting 200 on October 14th. Need volunteers and boat captains. Lnwc.org or facebook. Working with wood and metal engraving company to mark our nesting boxes on Lake Norman. Dropped a gopro camera over the fishing reef. No Normie sightings.
Water Quality/Erosion/Buffers/Illegal Discharge
Mecklenburg County Water Quality
Dave Ferguson was absent. 
NC Wildlife Federation
Commissioner Billy Wilson reported in full swing for the Oyster & Shrimp Festival at Langtree Lake Norman September 16th with tickets on sale now. Laketoberfest at Bailey Road Park on October 21 from 4-9pm.
Comments from the Public:
Elaine Ashley – 146 Charter Place, Mooresville – wake complaints. 4’ wake ripped boatlift out of the dock. Concerned about reckless boaters and surf boats with huge waves. Destroying multiple boatlifts and docks. What can be done to teach people the proper respect of boating? Statue 75A10 sub-part B. This area needs attention by law enforcement to educate them.
Recommended paper trail from law enforcement in pursuing no wake buoy.

Committee Reports:
ATON Committee
Channel Marker T5 has a light out. Channel Marker 15 is faded. Shoal marker by Duke’s marina near Queens Landing will be rebolted. Shoal marker at Pinnacle Shores does not meet specs but waiting for osprey to vacate. Bridge buoy at north side of Williamson road will be serviced now that the water level is down. 
Hydrilla Committee

No report
Education
No Report
Charter Boat Committee 
John Gerke reported Divine Intervention has requested permitting. Motion by Commissioner Gerke to approve, Wilson 2nd. Permit approved. Dennis Whitaker is unsure if marina is approved for charter boat. Commission will investigate. Dennis Eddinger concerned about not needing a captain’s license for carrying passengers for hire. Commission will address following the meeting. Will be clarified at the next meeting.
No Wake Buoy
No Report
Rafting Committee

No Report 
Applications

No-Wake Buoy Requests
None
Rafting Applications 
None
Other Applications
None
Variances
None
PERMITS 
None
FERC Applications
Applications for approval: Bishop – Shoreline reclassification. All necessary approvals have been received. Commissioner Wilson made a motion to approve Commissioner Gerke 2nd. Motion passed unanimously.
Peninsula POA – Pump and water intake pipe replacement. Commissioner Wilson made a motion to approve Commissioner Gerke 2nd. Motion passed unanimously.
Applications pending:


The Peninsula Club – Pump station approval

Administrative Matters
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 1952 by Commissioner Bill Young.

