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LNMC  MINUTES 
September 11, 2017
At the CHARLES MACK CITIZENS CENTER, Mooresville, NC
Lake Norman Marine Commissioners:
Morris Sample 

             Chairman 
Michael Hughes


Lincoln County (Absent)
John Gerke


Catawba County
Billy Wilson


Iredell County
Bill Young           

Mecklenburg County 
Staff:
Ron Shoultz 


Executive Director 
Bob Elliott


Assistant Director 
Angela Palmer 


Administrator
Call to Order
A quorum was declared and the meeting was called to order by Chairman Morris Sample.  
All in attendance rose to salute the flag and repeat together the Pledge of Allegiance.
Minutes

After a review of the minutes from the August 14, 2017 meeting, Commission Gerke noted a change to the name of the reporting person for the Charter Boat notes. Following the noted change Commissioner Young made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, Commissioner Wilson seconded the motion and it was passed unanimously.
Reports – LNMC Executive Director
Executive Director Ron Shoultz reported that the emergency responder/law enforcement maps have been received. There have been several phone calls/emails regarding loud music, wake and rafting violations and requests for no wake buoys. Reviewed protocol for contacting law enforcement and the steps in the no wake buoy application process. Copies of the rafting ordinance are available online at www.lnmc.org. Received emails/calls about non-permitted buoy in Peninsula area, verified by law enforcement and will be removed. Boat safety class will be Sept. 12-13, 2017 by NC Wildlife.
Honored Chairman Morris Sample for his service from 2012-2017 with a plaque. Commissioner Young will be stepping into the role of Chairman.

REPORTS - ENFORCEMENT

Cornelius Police Department
Lieutenant Steve Davis reported 36 calls for service. 48 vessel stops and 37 vessel safety checks. 14 minute response time to calls. Peninsula Yacht Club had a suspicious person. Officers heard music coming from a boat. Upon further investigation a 16 year old female and her male friend were discovered on the boat belonging to her father. While patrolling the docks at Morning Star Marina, officers detected the scent of marijuana. Upon further investigation they located 2 females in possession of marijuana packaged to sale. They were charged and the arrest led to a residence resulting in the seizure of 1.5 lbs of marijuana and a large sum of cash. Map project is finished.
Iredell County Sheriff
Deputy Chip B. with lake patrol reported 79 property checks and 14 enforcement actions. 
Catawba County
No report - Officer Baxter Rogue absent
Lincoln County

No report - John Isaacs absent 
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
Sergeant Robertson reported wildlife responded to a boating accident involving a PWC that ran over the back end of another PWC. Operator was charged with operating too closely to another vehicle. No alcohol was involved. Goose Season opened 9/1/17 and will close 9/30/17. No complaints. 9/2/17 recovered a body from Lake Norman. Not a boating incident, drowning with no foul play. 9/2-4/17 was opening dove season. 8 boating citation and 8 warnings. 1 impaired case. 9/3/17 mobile intoxicator was located at Pinnacle Shores and Blythe Landing. 9/12-13/17 Boater Safety Class at Lake Norman State Park 6-9pm. The short duck season will be 10/4-7/17. Goose season will also re-open 10/4/17. Complaints regarding cigarette boats on Lake Norman. Why do we allow them on Lake Norman? Federal laws rule it as a recreational vehicle, therefore the same rules apply as all other vessels. A copy of regulations used on other US lakes was provided to the commissioners.
Reports – Lake Issues
Duke Energy
Joe Klutzz – absent – Dennis Whitaker reported 96.5 lake level today. Target is 98. Permitting is up over 500 permits for all lakes at the end of August, up 200 on Lake Norman.   
Coast Guard Auxiliary Division 26

Steve Riggan reported 60 year to date on the water patrol missions with 166 on the water patrol hours with 178 vessel safety checks. The Coast Guard Auxiliary along with the Cornelius PD will be having another Vessel Safety Check Event at Blythe Landing on 9/16/17. About 40% of the vessels coming to the ramp have VSC. This is excellent news!
Lake Norman Sail and Power Squadron
Lou Schwartz - absent
Mecklenburg County Parks and Rec.
Peter Cook was absent - No Report
Island Habitat Program
Commissioner Billy Wilson reported for Gene Vaughn announced that 10/14/17 will plant button bushes. Looking for volunteers. Thanks to Duke Energy for funding. 
Water Quality/Erosion/Buffers/Illegal Discharge
Mecklenburg County Water Quality
Dave Ferguson was absent but sent report to the commission.
NC Wildlife Federation
Commissioner Billy Wilson reported received Governor’s Chapter of the Year award and the Best Wildlife Fundraiser of the Year. The Oyster & Shrimp Festival at Langtree Lake Norman September 16th with tickets on sale now with only about 25-30 remaining. 
Comments from the Public:
Lanie Quirk – Shoreline at Hager’s Creek marker 13 in Iredell County. Wake problem. Concern about large waves from boating traffic, especially on the weekends. Three concerns: 1) shoreline erosion, 2) safety for people in the cove. Too much boat traffic in a small cove. Waves washing over the floating dock. 3) property destruction – shoreline including vegetation is being destroyed. Willing to volunteer time to resolve. 
Jeff Quirk – Iredell County – Reiterate the points his wife addressed. Significantly worse during high lake levels. Safety for all people who use the lake, not just boaters. Unable to use their dock on the weekends for fear of being swept off. Boats are within 20’ of the dock throwing 4’ waves. Suggest no wake buoys. Willing to help enforce by taking photographs. The illegal boaters disappear when law enforcement shows up. Many people concerned and trying to come up with solutions to control the issue. Requesting a solution be in place for the next boating season.

Dave Russell – Iredell County – supporting neighbors to Jeff and Lanie Quirk. All neighbors in the cove are concerned. Mainly wake boats and 150’ no wake zone is not a reasonable number. Can’t dock boats when there is cove traffic.

Committee Reports:
ATON Committee
Channel Marker T5 – light out (Repaired); Main Channel Marker 15 – sign faded; Shoal Marker adjacent to the old Duke Marina – sign has dropped down, needs top bolt; Shoal/Rock Marker Pinnacle Shores – incorrect sign shape, to be replaced after osprey migrate. 
Hydrilla Committee

Ron Shoultz reported the fish invoice has been received. 
Education
No Report
Charter Boat Committee 
John Gerke – No report
Ron Shoultz reported that the paddle boat will be allowed to operate out of the marina named in their application.

No Wake Buoys
No Report
Rafting Committee

No Report 
Applications

No-Wake Buoy Requests
None
Rafting Applications 
None
Other Applications
None
Variances
None
PERMITS 
None
FERC Applications
Applications for approval: The Peninsula Club – irrigation pump station change out. Approval letters have been received. Commissioner Wilson made a motion to approve. Commissioner Young seconded. Passed unanimously.
Administrative Matters
Appointments:

Bill Young – Chairman
John Gerke – Vice-Chairman

Billy Wilson - Treasurer
Commissioner Gerke made a motion to accept, Commissioner Wilson seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 1946 by Chairman Morris Sample.

