LNMC Minutes continued

3

	[image: image1.jpg]§Lake Norman

Marine Commission





	               Post Office Box 2454

Cornelius, NC 28031
	            Web: www.lnmc.org

            Phone (704) 564-6333


Email: lnmc@lnmc.org



LNMC  MINUTES 
August 13, 2018
At the CHARLES MACK CITIZENS CENTER, Mooresville, NC
Lake Norman Marine Commissioners:
Bill Young 

             Chairman 
John Gerke


Catawba County

Billy Wilson


Iredell County
Michael Hughes


Lincoln County 
Dennis Eddinger            

Mecklenburg County 
Staff:
Ron Shoultz 


Executive Director 
Morris Sample


Assistant Director

Bob Elliott


Assistant Director 
Angela Palmer 


Administrator
Call to Order
A quorum was declared and the meeting was called to order by Commissioner Young at 7:00 pm.  
All in attendance rose to salute the flag and repeat together the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Minutes

After a review of the minutes from the July 13, 2018 meeting, Approval of the minutes as presented was passed unanimously.
Reports – LNMC Executive Director
Executive Director Ron Shoultz reported on following items:

· No wake violations continue to be main complaint.  Law enforcement should be contacted with all no wake violation complaints.  Also reviewed process for applying for a no wake buoy, including law enforcement reports required and opportunity for comments in Commission meeting following the presentation of the application.

· Reviewed the problems with organizations that sub rent out boats for large parties on the lake.  Organization that is currently planning a event on Labor Day was reviewed and it was noted that all rental boat companies have been notified by the Marine Commission of concerns with previous experience with this group.  

· Noted that many reports of hydrilla are being received and that a lake wide survey will be conducted this fall to determine extent of hydrilla infestation and establish the number of grass carp that will be requested for Spring, 2019 stocking.

· Reminder that “Lake Cornelius” and “Lake Davidson” are all officially part of the FERC license for Lake Norman and all the rules and regulations apply.

· Meeting protocol was reviewed– comments are to be made to the commission only upon request of the commission. Comments from the public are made during the Comments from Public agenda line item. Questions to various attendees by the public are to be made after the meeting.
·  There are several upcoming Boater Education Classes which may be found on the website at www.lnmc.org
REPORTS - ENFORCEMENT

Cornelius Police Department
Officer Fegarro reported that Cornelius Police responded to 63 calls, issued 8 citations and made 40 boat safety checks.  Cornelius initially reported the issue with the organization promoting parties on Lake Norman and made the Marine Commission aware of possible future events referenced in the Executive Director’s report. 
Iredell County Sheriff
Officer Bednarick Iredell County Lake Patrol reported that Iredell was on water 183 hours, assisted 15 vessels, removed 26 navigation hazards, performed 67 boater safety checks, and issued 1 Boating While Impaired citation.  
Catawba County
Catawba County Sheriff’s office – No Report
Lincoln County

Lincoln County Lake Patrol – No Report
N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
Sargent Ron Robertson reported that organization promoting parties on the Lake are from Greensboro, Winston-Salem area and have been involved in numerous boating accidents and several BWI arrests.  Sargent Robertson reported that N,C. Wildlife Commission will be present at any future events planned and requested that all other law enforcement agencies on the lake be especially vigilant during these events.  Comment was made that this boating season has seen increased number of accidents and citations for reckless operation of boats.  
Reports – Lake Issues
Duke Energy
Joe Klutz reported that Duke is also receiving numerous reports of hydrilla and will be partnering with NC State to conduct a lake wide survey this fall to measure the extent of hydrilla infestation.  Mr Klutz commended the Lake Norman Marine Commission and especially Bob Elliott for efforts to remain actively involved in controlling hydrilla on Lake Norman by working with the Wildlife Commission and NC State Division of Natural Resources to address this issue. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary Division 26

Steve Riggan was not present but submitted a written report for Commission review.
Lake Norman Sail and Power Squadron
No Report
Mecklenburg County Parks and Rec.
No Report
Island Habitat Program
Billy Wilson reported for Gene Vaughn that the Island habitat adopters were being trained to recognize hydrilla and other aquatic vegetation on Lake Norman.  This training class is Sept 20 at Lake Norman Fire Department and is open to anyone from the public that is interested.  
Water Quality/Erosion/Buffers/Illegal Discharge
Mecklenburg County Water Quality
Tim Bessier reported that recent water quality samples showed no problems with excellent water quality.  No restrictions on swimming was noted for any areas on Lake Norman. 
NC Wildlife Federation
Commissioner Billy Wilson reported on two upcoming events:
· Sat, Oct 13, 5-10pm is the annual Oyster Fest at Langtree Lake Norman.  Tickets are on sale and information is available at LNWC.org.  

· Sat, Oct 20th at Bailey Park Road is the annual Lake Norman Octoberfest.  This year the Wildlife Federation will be the recipient of funds raised with this event.  

Comments from the Public:
Comments from the public were differed until the discussion on the no wake buoy applications.  

Committee Reports:
ATON Committee
Morris Sample reported missing no wake buoys missing at the Mt. Pleasant Church Rd. bridge in Mountain Creek, shoal marker missing near Main Channel Marker 6 and light out on Marker S1.  Comments was made that 3 pole mounted markers have been knocked down in last two months and boats involved likely sustained significant damage.  Anyone aware of boat damage was asked to notify the Marine Commission.  Report repairs to lnmc@lnmc.org.
Hydrilla Committee

Billy Wilson – No additional report other than information already discussed. 
Education
Michael Hughes - No Report
Charter Boat Committee 
John Gerke – No Report 
No Wake Buoys
Billy Wilson – Referenced no wake buoy applications to be presented.
Rafting Committee

Dennis Eddinger – No Report
Applications

No-Wake Buoy Requests
Two requests presented to the Commission:
1. Jeff & Laney Quirk, 115 Aquaris Lane, Mooresville requested 1 buoy be approved for their location.  10 law enforcement reports were presented and endorsement by law enforcement to support approval.  Concern was boater safety due to boat visibility when boats did not observe the 150 foot no wake zone.  Applicant was very complementary of law enforcement response to no wake violations.  Applicant agreed to notify adjoining property owners that application will be on agenda for Sept. meeting and they could make statements concerning the application.

2. Glenn Tynan, 173 Rehoboth Lane, Cornelius requested 2 buoys for their location.  9 law enforcement reports were presented and endorsement by law enforcement to support approval. Applicant agreed to notify adjoining property owners that application will be on agenda for Sept. meeting and they could make statements concerning the application.

Rafting Applications 
None
Charter Boat Applications
None
Variances
None
PERMITS 

None

FERC Applications
None
Administrative Matters
None
Adjournment
The next meeting will be September 10, 2018. The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.

